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Boats is one shining example

of a boat builder actually driving
down prices. Principal Glen Grams has
been hard at work in his Noosa factory
producing a range of fibreglass trailer
boats that are very well priced. In fact,
he's matched the ‘tinnies’ right across
his range.

The Freedom approach is smart
thinking because these days boat
buyers are definitely more price-
conscious than they've ever been
before. In this climate the first-time
buyer is going to baulk at the idea of
paying more for one boat than another
just because it’s fibreglass.

After concentrating on the ‘cruz
fraternity’ this past two years Freedom
this summer has launched something
really exciting for the mad keen fisho.

u p in sunny Queensland, Freedom
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As the name implies the Freedom
595 Offshore is pitched at open water
fishing and purpose-designed for that
very reason. At just over six metres
it's the right on the money for many
anglers these days wanting to head
offshore and chase big fish.

And it's also right on the money with
BMT (boat, motor, trailer) packages
starting from a low $50,000. You might
say that's still expensive, however,
in today’s terms the 595 Freedom is
exceptional value and something that
two mates could buy on a shared basis.

Earlier this season | had the chance
to give the new Freedom Offshore a run
on Gold Coast waters with its creator,
Glen Grams.

From the very outset this boat
shouts fishing with its generous-sized
fishing cockpit and genuine deep Vee
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ride. There are also extensive fishing
features like rod holders and live bait
wells either supplied standard, or as a
factory option.

Design: Freedom’s latest fishing
model proves it's an eye-catcher with
its black topsides and latest aero-deck
cabin styling. The boat has a moulded
6.2m length that includes the full-size
cab, moulded bowsprit and fastback
transom. It's called a ‘Walkaround’
though in truth it's really a cuddy with a
very generous side deck to get to the
bow.

However, whatever name you care to
give the 595 Offshore, it's going to work
pretty well as a family cruiser or fishing
machine. Either way you're going to love
the great access via a stern landing
deck and folding transom ladder.




However, what really excites even
more about the 595 Offshore is the
revolutionary ‘tunnel’ bottom shape we
first saw in the Freedom 640 Seasport
two years ago. Starting with a deep
Vee hull of approximately 21-degrees
deadrise the Freedom features the
clever addition of a hollow tunnel down
the keel centre line that tapers out up
near the forefoot.

The benefit of the tunnel soon
becomes apparent when you hit
the throttle. It directs better water
flow over the propeller, thereby
improving acceleration and certainly
fuel consumption by better engine
efficiency.

Another major benefit of the tunnel
keel is that the Freedom goes onto
the plane without your having to touch
the motor trim button. This not only

makes the Freedom easier to drive, but
also better able to cross shallow water
areas (like river bars) more easily.

All told, the tunnel makes the
Freedom 595 Offshore a very user-
friendly craft. In an emergency, less
experienced crew will be able to take
the helm and drive the boat.

The tunnel also means you can
throw the boat into a hard turn at
speed without having your heart in
your mouth. Please don't try this at
home, but if you do turn hard, the 595
Offshore just spins through the turn
without the motor going into a mad
cavitation fit, or flipping.

Yet another innovation that pleases
me about the Freedom 595 Offshore
is the use of a fully moulded fibreglass
stringer system. In fact, the only timber
in the boat is the cockpit floor, which is

made from a sheet of specially treated
marine plywood. Apart from improving
hull longevity this feature also helps to
improve and speed up boat production.
While not quite as light in weight as
previous Freedoms, the 595 hull comes
in at an acceptable 950kg. Throw in the
trailer, motor, fuel and other gear and
you're looking at a tow package about
1,900kg on the road. This is pretty
good for a six-metre boat and puts the
595 within the range of medium-size
four-wheel drives like the Volvo XC90,
Pajero and current Nissan Pathfinder.
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Performance: Queensland was in a
‘perfect mood'’ the day we took the new
Freedom for a run on the sunlit waters
of the Gold Coast. Fortunately there
were no signs of wild hailstorms like
we got on our last Freedom test and
we were able to spend a few enjoyable
testing this new fishing cratt.

What wave chop we did encounter
was easily dismissed by the smooth
ride of the innovative deep Vee design.
The strakes on the bottom and down
deflecting chines ensure the ride was
quite dry, while the tunnel blasted us
onto the plane. Offshore was quick to plane and
accelerated nicely through the rpm
range. Indeed, it was a remarkably fast
test run as the following speed results
attest:

3500rpm 27 knots
4500rpm 37 knots
5500rpm 42 knots

Frankly, you shouldnt be going
faster than this unless you're doing
something illegal! Rather, | suggest
you might step down to a 140hp or

With the tunnel you hardly need to
touch the trim button, though by doing
so you'll only enhance performance
and give you even more speed and fuel
savings.

Not surprisingly, the Offshore tracks
very true to course with the tunnel
giving a really good grip on the water.
On the downside the ride is not quite as
soft as the traditional deep Vees but I'm
sure it's faster and more fuel efficient. In
any event, family boaties coming from a
tinnie are going to be pretty happy with
the ride.

Yours truly certainly enjoyed the
comfortable helm position with its well-
padded bucket seat, moulded footrests
and easy-to-view curved instrument
dash.

High at-rest stability also was
another bonus and keeps the Freedom
595 well within the comfort range you'd
require fishing offshore. We had four
blokes aboard for our test and the boat
had no problem accommodating all that
without feeling crowded.

Power: While rated to a maximum of
200hp, this latest Freedom performed
beautifully with the 150hp Evinrude E-
TEC provided in the dealer package.
Quite apart from the great hole-
shot of the E-TEC motor the Freedom
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130hp size motor and still achieve very
good performance. However, | really
loved the sizzling performance of the V-
6 E TEC and would suggest you could
save by driving it at lower revs.

If you did step down to a smaller
motor I'd be thinking of either the
Suzuki's excellent 140hp four stroke, or
Honda's BF135 four-stroke.

The 595 Offshore comes with a
175-litre in-floor fuel tank so there
shouldn’t be any shortage of fuel.
There's also a rear deck filler and full
instrumentation.




Deck Layout: In keeping with
genuine ‘offshore’ fishing machines, the
Freedom 595 standard with moulded
fibreglass bowsprit with bow roller and
Tee bollard. The split stainless bow rail
with double articulated bow roller means
easy anchor retrieval at all times.

Meanwhile, the ‘walk-around’ side
decks gives crew easy access the
bows without going literally overboard.
However, I'm pleased to see a large,
curved fore-hatch for anchor handling
when sea conditions are not safe.

If you do duck below you find good
sitting within the open-back cabin and
comfortable upholstered berths with
double-berth in-fill. My guess this will be
a nice little retreat with its comfortable
seats and good lighting coming from
the side ports and overhead hatch.

Moving to the dash area you find a
scooped instrument panel with plenty of
space for the motor instrument gauges
and flush-mounted sounder/plotter.
Here, the helmsman also gets a flush-
fitted throttle box, bank of water-proof
switches and GME VHF radio.

| like the body support of the padded
bucket seats as well as panic grab
rail and side stowage pocket on the
passenger side.

Moving back into the cockpit working
area there's moulded side pockets
with plenty of space to gobble up your
tackle. Here, you also find flat-topped
side decks to suit fishing needs and two
rod holders per side. Back aft there's an
upholstered lounge that can seat three
adults quite comfortably. And under this
is a large fibreglass stowage bins that
could be used for stowing fishing, or
boating gear. Alternatively, you can take
whole unit out of the boat if you wanted
more fishing space.

Other features of note include the
recessed quarter cleats, navigation
lights, separate anchor locker (bow)
and non-feedback steering. There's
also step-through door access into the
cockpit on the port side that gives easy
access when coming aboard.

The options on this test boat
included a quality stainless steel Targa
arch with six-pack rocket launcher.

positioned in this regard because it has
a comfortable, nicely styled ‘glass boat
for much the same cost as the tinnie
equivalent. And believe me - buyers will
consider fibreglass boats like this when
they know they can buy it for the same
price as a tinnie.

The 595 Offshore is nicely sized for
either coastal bottom-bouncing or more
ambitious sport fishing pursuits. You can
also fish rivers, bays and get a lot of
use out of it as an all-round fishing rig.

Keeping in mind the same boat
works for general family cruising and
you have an attractive package for that
annual holiday to your favourite coastal
spot. The 595 Offshore will also be the
right size for parking at home and doing
those occasional ‘road warrior’ trips to
new places when the urge strikes.

All in all, Freedom has made a
worthwhile contribution to the boating
market with this model and we'll be very
interested to see how well it's received

out there.
tbf]

The boat also came with optional
bimini, vinyl clears and a removable
cutting board on the transom.

Summary: With economic factors
putting pressure on consumers this
year you can be sure boat buyers will
be seeking the best value possible on
their new rigs. Freedom will be well

Freedom 595 Offshore/Evinrude 150 ETEC

Boat supplied with Evinrude 150hp, dual-axle trailer, stainless steel Targa rocket-
launcher, bimini, retractable clears, cabin cushions, rear folding lounge, stern
ladder, navigation lights, stainless steel bow rails, solid coloured hull, 27MHz radio,
Garmin sounder/GPS plotter and inshore safety gear. Price as tested $57,990,
base packages from $50,000 from Australian Marine Centre, Springwood Qld

ph (07) 3808 7333. Further information: Freedom Boats ph (07) 5447 1655.

SPECIFICATION CHART

Model Freedom ClearwaterSignature Haines  Streaker
595 1900 580F Hunter 580 585
Construction GRP GRP GRP GRP GRP
Configuration w/around cuddy cuddy cuddy cuddy
Length overall 6.2m 5.8m 5.8m 5.9m 5.8m
Max. beam 2.5m 2.2m 2.3m 2.2m 2.4m
Deadrise 210 19° 210 210 20°
Hull weight 950kg 850kg 800kg 850kg 900kg
Weight on trailer 1900kg 1600kg 1600kg 1600kg 1900kg
Rated max. power  200hp 150hp 150hp 150hp 175hp
Power as tested 150ETEC Yamaha130 Suzuki140 Hondai130 Yamahal50
Fuel capacity 175L 120L 150L 160L 145L

Finish B @& Helm Set-up R @ @ 4
Fitout RaBa @ 0.1 Fishability ReRaBaRal
Ride Ra@a @B Safety Features RaBaRal
Dryness b.@. . & Value for Money Ra@a@ 0.4
Handling Ra@ @ 8 ¢

*Data ESTIMATED by the TBF team when accurate information is unavailable. Maximum star rating 5 stars.
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